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RESOURCE: 
Key Directories 

 
It is likely that your school will feature in most, if not all of the guides below. It is useful to remember 
that many guides are open to you contacting them to invite them for a visit. Be proactive in 
supplying them with information.  
 
The Independent Schools Yearbook 
 
The Independent Schools Yearbook (ISYB) contains details of schools in membership of one or more 
of the following ISC’s constituent associations: HMC, GSA, SOH, IAPS, ISA. More than 500,000 children 
(over 80% of those educated in the UK’s independent sector) attend schools in these associations. 
 
Each entry in the book contains between one and three pages of information including details of 
facilities, curriculum, scholarships, fees, admissions processes and staff. The book is updated each 
year, and it usually falls to admissions or marketing to ensure the contents are accurate.  
 
There is an online version of the book, allowing you to search for schools, heads, staff and scholarships. 
 
The Good Schools Guide 
 
The Good Schools Guide is an online guide to schools in the UK, helping parents to choose a school for 
their children. The website provides a comprehensive collection of advice and education data on state, 
independent, grammar, boarding, selective and non-selective schools, tutors, special needs, and 
university choice. 
 
The Good Schools Guide is independent and unbiased and reviews more than 1,100 schools; however, 
this is a selection of schools based on the guide’s personal choice. Not all schools are reviewed in the 
guide and therefore many good schools may not be featured in the guide. 
 
The Guide to Independent Schools 
 
This is both a website and a book. The guide aims to help parents shortlist schools which will suit their 
child. Parents’ Resources is a section explaining common terms, structures and financial help available 
– streaming, SHMIS, sex education, scholarships, etc. – to help parents navigate their way around the 
independent school system. 
 
Profiles of over 520 independent secondary schools are arranged alphabetically within regions. Like 
the website, the book includes all the schools affiliated to the HMC, GSA and Society of Heads in the 
UK. It also includes a handful in continental Europe, all of which teach the British curriculum and/or 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma in English. 
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The Tatler Schools Guide  
 
The Tatler Schools Guide lists the ‘Top Prep & Public Schools in the UK’. The guide is rewritten each 
year, and reflects the judgment of Tatler journalists. The guide claims that ‘you cannot buy, bully or 
schmooze your way in – this is our judgment, pure and simple’. Tatler says that their guide ‘cuts 
through the marketing jargon to tell you what’s really what and who’s really who in the world of 
independent schools’. Published in October. 
 
The Independent Schools Directory 
 
This web-based directory contains information on independent schools in the UK. Users can browse 
to find a particular school or to search for schools by location and other preferences including places 
available and exam subjects provided. Dynamic maps and location services are also included. Many 
schools publish their own additional information to view or download within the site and have 
website, email and social media links. 
 
UK Boarding Schools Directory 
Established in 1995, published by Metropolis. The annual 300 page UK Boarding Schools Guide is 
published and distributed around the world. It is produced in 4 special editions to reflect the varying 
needs of parents globally (UK edition, Academic Asia Edition, British Council Edition and BBSW 
Edition). 

The Times  Parent Power Publication 

Each November The Sunday Times publishes its Parent Power rankings. This is an additional free 
supplement with the paper which ranks schools based on A-Level, GCSE and IB results. 


